A case of fatal respiratory failure after surgery for advanced supraglottic laryngeal carcinoma.
Pulmonary lymphangitic carcinomatosis (PLC) is an uncommon type of pulmonary metastasis from laryngeal carcinoma. We encountered a case of fatal respiratory failure after surgery for supraglottic laryngeal carcinoma with multiple cervical lymph node metastases. On day 25 postoperatively, the patient suddenly developed fever and noted slowly progressive difficulty in breathing. Laboratory data, radiological findings, and the clinical course of this patient were strongly suggestive of PLC. The patient refused fiberoptic bronchoscopy and glucocorticoid therapy, leading to rapid deterioration due to increasing respiratory distress, and died of respiratory failure on postoperative day 32. PLC should be considered a possible presentation of pulmonary metastasis associated with head and neck carcinoma. Chest CT may be needed to detect subclinical PLC, especially in cases of advanced head and neck carcinomas.